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her in finding out the cross; and was credibly informed that if she could
find out the sepulchre she would likewise find the instruments of the
punishment; it being always the custom among the Jews to make a great
hole near the place where the body of the criminal was buried, and to throw
into it whatever belonged to his execution, looking upon all these things
as detestable objects, and which for that reason ought to be removed out
of sight. The pious empress therefore ordered the profane buildings to
be pulled down, the statues to be broken in pieces, and the rubbish to be
removed; and upon digging to a great depth, they discovered the holy
sepulchre, and near it three crosses, also the nails which had pierced our
Saviour's body, and the title which had been fixed to his cross. By this
discovery they understood that one of the three crosses was that which
they were in quest of, and that the other two belonged to the two male-
factors between whom our Saviour had been crucified. But, whereas the
title was found separate from the cross, a difficulty remained to distinguish
which of three was that on which our Divine Redeemer consummated
his sacrifice for the salvation of the world. In this perplexity the holy
bishop, Macarius, knowing that one of the principal ladies of the city
lay extremely ill, suggested to the empress to cause the three crosses to
be carried to the sick person, not doubting but God would discover which
was the cross they sought for. This being done, St Macarius prayed that
God would have regard to their faith, and after his prayer, applied the
crosses singly to the patient, who was immediately and perfectly recovered
by the touch of one of the three crosses, the other two having been tried
without effect. St Helena, full of joy for having found the treasure which
she had so earnestly sought and so highly esteemed, built a church on the
spot and lodged it there with great veneration, having provided an extra-
ordinary rich case for it. She afterwards carried part of it to the Emperor
Constantine, then at Constantinople, who received it with great veneration >
another part she sent, or rather carried it to Rome, to be placed in the church
which she built there, called Of the Holy Cross of Jerusalem, where it
remains to this day. The discovery of the cross must have happened
about the month of May, or early in the spring; for St Helena went
the same year to Constantinople, and from thence to Rome, where she
died in the arms of her son on the i8th of August 326, as Pagi demon-
strates from Eusebius and Gothefridus* The title was sent by St Helena
to the same church in Rome, and deposited on the top of an arch, where
it was found in a case of lead in 1492, a,s may be read at length by
Bozius. The inscription in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin is in red letters,
and the wood was whitened. Thus it was in 1492; but these colours
have since faded. Also the words Jesus and Judaeorum are eaten away.
The board is nine, but must have been twelve, inches long.

The main part of the cross St Helena inclosed in a silver shrine, and